
If ROOSEVELT GAVE
SPREGGS A VOTE

1 As Governor He Restored to

vCitizenship Head of the
White Slave Traffic.

GRAVES MAY BE OPENED

Plan to Exhume Bodies of Two Girls
.Whose Deaths, It Is Suspected,

Were Murders.

MORE INDICTMENTS TO-DAY

Sallie Bennett and Man Now Under Arrest
Must Face Charges as Old Offenders.NewRaids.

Robert H. Spriggs, a negro, /under arrest
as the head of the white slave system, has
influential friends, who were able to induceTheodore Roosevelt, when he was
Governor of this State, to restore t£ citizenshipthe negro who had forfeited these
rights because he was a felon.
On the strength of his former conviction

the Grand Jury will hand down supersedingindictments against Spriggs this afternoon,and then, if he is found guilty of
abduction, assault or keeping a disreputablehouse, the charges against him, the
Judge before whom he is tried may double
his ordinary punishment. Sallie Bennett,
whose house was only four doors away
from the West Thirtieth street police sta-
tion, also spent a term in State prison for
having slashed a woman with a knife,
and she will be indicted to-day as a second
offender.

May Exlinme Bodies.
One member of Mr. Jerome's staff and

several of his detectives are devoting
themselves to the charge that the two
women who died in the Bennett woman's
place when she lived in West Thirty-first
street, about two years ago, and whose
bodies were taken away at midnight to
be buried in the same grave, may have
been murdered. The negro physician who
attended the women has been before AssistantDistrict Attorney Murphy, and he
denies there was any foul play, saying one
of the women died of kidney disease and
the other of an affection of the liver, both
deaths being hastened by alcohol. Mr.
Murphy has also talked with the negro
undertaker, and his story coincides with
that of the physician.
In the face of these denials, however, it

may be deemed necessary to exhume the
bodies. After the lapse of so many months
it may be doubted that this would tend to
throw any additional light on the question,
but should it become necessary there is
every probability that will be done. Mr.
Jerome will make more arrests before the
week is ended, and he hopes some of those
who fall into hig dragnet will be able to
enlighten him on many points.
While his assistants were looking into

the record of Spriggs, they learned he had
been sent to State Prison for tinree years
for having stabbed Charles Mayo, in No.
12 Grand street, wlhere Spriggs said he was
a barkeeper. On the back of the indictmentRecorder Smyth, who sentenced him
in December, 1889, wrote:.
"The defendant and his father keep a

most disreputable place, which Shouid be
broken up by the police."

Freed by Roosevelt.
The inquiry also showed that Spriggs

has been active in politics of recent years
and has voted at every election. It was
ascertained that Spriggs had not been pardonednor had his sentence been commuted.A telegram was sent to J. T.
Joyce, pardon clerk in Albany, tasking for
the exact status of Spriggs. The reply, receivedlate yesterday afternoon, was that
on October 30, 1899, ten years after he had
been sent to prison, and' long after he had
regained his freedom, Spriggs had been restoredto all his rights as a citizen by Mr.
Roosevelt, who was then Governor.
Spriggs is Interested in many saloons

where negroes meet white women and
where no white men are permitted to enter.One of these is in West Thirtieth
street, Just west of Sixth avenue and not
far from the police station, his partner beingHenry B. Holmes. Johnson and Harris,
negroes, have a similar place in West .Thirty-firststreet, and Spriggs had an interest
in this and in Harris's two houses in Phil-
adelphia. i

Policemen on the staff of Inspector Ho-;
gan arrested two negroes yesterday who
were porters in one of Spriggs' houses in
Cornelia street. One was "Lucky Joe"
Boggs, the other George H. Johnson. They
were taken to court and there were remandedto the District Attorney's office.
The arrests were without the authorization

- _i__; .i. a o cj rnhp-c q 1 tps f]v
Ol tne LHaLnui auui nJT, *.=> P
had been questioned by Mr. Murphy.
These same policemen descended on this

Cornelia street house on July 28 last, searching.for a white woman who had disappearedfrom her .home in Newark, N. J.,
and whose husband had received a letter
from her saying- she was forcibly detained
in the place and begging him to rescue her
After scaling a fence in the rear four of
the policemen smashed their way into the
den and found Spriggs there with five
women, all white but oner

Escaped Scantily Clad.
The women told the policemen their

clothes were kept in a huge closet, the
doors of which they could not breakdown.
The policemen could however, and there
they found attire which they gave to the
girls. The iwoman whose (husband had enlistedthe aid of the police, was not in the
house however, having escaped, scantily
clad, the night 'before. The police had her
picture and the other women identified it.

Salile Bennett spent four years in prison.
She was living in No. 191 Bleecker street
in August, 18s8, when she attacked the
housekeeper, Mathilda A. Hamilton, with
a knife, cutting her so severely that she
was in a hospital for a month. The Bennettwoman pleaded guilty in Special SessionsCourt and was sentenced to the penitentiaryfor four years. She was afterwardtransferred to 'the State Prison, in
Auburn, and there she served out her
term. She will be questioned about the
death of the two women in her house, for

is said she paid for the plot in Mount
I Olivet Cemetery in which they were

buried.
Mr. Jerome had a long consultation with

Magistrate Wahle, in the Tombs Court,
nnViAn Vario Smith nnd the others captured
im her house, in Broadway, early yesterdaymorning', were arraigned. Mrs. Smith
was held in $1,500 ball for examination tihls
afternoon, and Theresa Austin, a white
woman, ahd Maxine Allien, a negress, were
sent to the Tombs as vagrants in default
of $500 bail on the District Attorney's request,as he feared that if they were sent
to the House of Detention their friends
might get them and tthey would be spirited
away. The Austin woman, it is believed,
ran tell a remarkable story of the operationsof the white slave syndicate.

NEW RULES FOR TRAFFIC.
Police Commissioner Bingham Will
Put Regulations Into Effect To-Day

.Changes at Herald Square.
Important changes have been made by

Commissioner Bingham in the regulation
of traffic which will go into effect to-day.
Hereafter drivers coming out of Central

Park and desiring to go east into any of
the streets above Fifty-ninth will be allowedto cross the avenue at Fifty-ninth
street between the Shopman statue and
the crosstown car tracks.
Rules regarding the traffic In Herald

Square have been changed. Heretofore
vehicles going down Sixth avenue and
bound west through Thirty-fourth street
were forbidden to pass through Thirtyfifthstreet south of the Herald building
between thirty minutes after four and six
o'clock in the afternoon. Restrictions upon
the use of Thirty-fifth street will be removedto-day for westbound traffic at
any hour.
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FOR HOME RULE

Attacks Rapid Transit Commissionin Appeal forCorporationCurbing-.
PEOPLE ARE AROUSED

Warns the Republican Party That

They Will Rebuke with Votes

Any Inaction.

STATE BODY ALSO ATTACKED

Members Not Residents of New York City
and Complaint to Them Is

Useless.

[special despatch to the herald.]
Albany, N. Y., Tuesday..New York's

Rapid Transit Commission was the ob'jectof a sensational attack by William

|'M. Ivins to-day in the course of the hearing
.on the Yoting bill, providing for a local
railroad commission of three members for
iNew York city, to be appointed by the
Mayor. He was not one of those, he said,
who believed -the creation of the Rapid
Transit Commission was "the last work
of a gracious God." Mr. Ivins charged the
legislature with the responsibility of
creating a life commission "in violent disregardof home rule." He charged the
commission with listening to the voice of
the capitalist and ignoring the rights of
the people. Chairman Burnett, of the AssemblyCities Committee, asked Mr. Ivins
if a local railroad commission would be
more effective than the Rapid Transit
Commission.
"The work of that commission," Mr.

Ivins said, "has not been in all respects a
success. 1 am somewhat out of sympathy
a,iiu luuua wira l.lt, jargv cunungein ui

high financiers tvho regard that Board as
ttie last work of a gracious God. I tfin$ in

[its history elements of great dissatisfaction.The trouble was caused toy the Legislaturegiving powers for life in violent
disregard of Home rule. It is far above
public opinion and close to the money
lender, and we suffer from one of the most
wasteful bargains made.
"It has not been satisfactory to most of

us, although it has Ibeen satisfactory to
many. I thick if it were submitted to a
referendum the people would be overwhelminglyagainst it. Give us a board
appointed toy the Mayor. I ask for enlargedpowers for Mayor Mo'Clellan as I
would for myself if I had been elected, becausehe lis a sworn officer of the government.I would2 trust the appointees of
Mayor MoClellan far mor«s than I would
the State Railroad Commission."

FLAYS STATE COMMISSION".
Mr. Ivins did not spare the State commissionin his plea for a board which

would exercise control over the local railroads.
"What we want in the city," Mr. Ivins

declared, "is a body that will exercise controlover the railroad corporations and
make them give us good and adequate
service. Do the great corporations not
owe us such service? More than half ef
the people of the State are crowded into
that city. It is natural that the transportationnuestion with us is a neighborhood
one. It is a real home problem. We have
2,500,000 passengers a day. For that reasontransportation is as important to_u«
as pure water, gas, sewers, clean streets
or honest government."
Mr. Ivins pointed out that none of the

five members of the State Railroad Commissionwas a resident of New York city.
He said that there should be constant
supervision of the local railroads, either
by the State or by the city.
"We are entitled ito have some one in

the city constantly bo that complaints can
be made." Mr. Ivins continued. "If there
is anything in home or neighborhood rule
this is a neighborhood problem. For God's
sake put uis in a position where we will
have some one to look after ouir interests.
People do not look to this person or that
person to fix responsibility now. They
look to the party in power. What party
is responsible for withholding or giving
the relief we asked for?

people! are in retort.
"Our people are in a position of determined,maddened revolt. As a republican

myself, interested in the welfare of the
party, I don't hesitate to say that if 'the
fair and proper demands of tine people are
not listened to you wall not Grave the vote
of those people. If you wish to alienate a
large contingent, there is no better way
than to let our people suffer."
Chairman Burnet said the committee

was undoubtedly in favor of some relief,
but that there might be an honest differenceof opinion as to the best method of
correcting conditions.
J. Aspinall Hodge scored the State RailroadCommission, saying that time was

simply wasted in making complaint beforeit. He declared that the commission
had not followed up its orders in requiringlarger elevated railroad stations and
the giving of transfers.
"We must do something," he said, "and

do It soon, both In the Legislature and in
Congress, to control the greed of privatd
capital; else the flood will come."
Charles L. Guy. representing Mayor McClellan;Julius Henry Co.h«n, of the Citizens'Union, and Charles P. Blaney, appearingfor the .Republican Club, urged

favorable action on the local commission
bill. There is a good prospect that the
bill will be reported.

HALF FARES FOR PUPILS.
[special pespatch to the hehald.]

Albany, N. Y.. Tuesday..Mr. Hartman's
bill providing that school children shall
be. carried to and from school by the street
railways in New York city for half fare
will be reported favorably from the As;sembly Railroads Committee. On tile
hearings on the bill the railways raised
the point that the bill was unconstitutional
on the ground that it discriminated in

S. Percy Hooker, chairman of the committee,referred the question to the AttorneyGeneral, who rendered an opinion
that the bill was no violation of the constitution,since school children are wards
of the State and may, therefore, receive a
lower rate fare than other passengers.

PUBLIC UTILITIES BILL MOVES

[special despatch to the herald.]
Albant. N. Y., Tuesday..Without debate

the Senate to-day advanced the Grady bill
providing the creation of a public utilities
commission for New York city. This measureis ^favored by Leader Charles F. Murphyand Tammany Hall as a step in the
direction of municipal control. Provision
is made for the appointment by the Mayor
of a commission, which will have the power
f /-v oiirmruion a r> ^ rooiillofn + vl q ,hlvoinaoo r\f

all corporations dealing with light, transportationand other public utilities and also
to operate public utilities.

TRANSIT BOARD BLOCKED.
Announcement that the Rapid Transit

Commission would hold no meeting tomorrowaroused a storm of criticism in
sections of Manhattan, Brooklyn and the
Bronx yesterday, because the failure to
meet will mean another delay in the disposalof important questions affecting
those districts.
Lack of a quorum, because of the absencefrom the city of several of the memjbersof the commission, was given as the

reason for the postponement.
It is understood that the amount of work

devolving upon Alexander E. Or'r, presidentof the commission, as president of
the New York Life Insurance Company, in
connection with the Armstrong bills in
Albany has much to do with the post1ponement.
Residents of South Brooklyn who have

been striving to have the commission lay
out a route to Coney Island are particu;larly impatient, as the route was to have
been approved last week. Residents of
'Washington (Heights desire to ask the
commission to direct the Interborough
company to 'run through regular trains to
Kingsbridge instead of shuttle trains, establishedseveral days ago.
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DEPEWIN RETREAT
CONDITION GFlftVE

Ne\y York Senator Taking the "Rest
Cure" at the Country Home

of a Friend.
+

MAY CLOSE PUBLIC CAREER
>

Doubt Expressed by Many That His Family'sHope of Quick Recovery
Is Well Founded.

In such a condition that his seclusion
was decided upon by his physicians, SenatorChauncey M. Depew will be unable
to see his friends or resume his duties
for an indefinite period. His family professesthe belief that he will be about
again in another fortnight, hut it is more

than probable that the "rest cure" he is
no>w taking will last well into the spring,
after which he will go abroad, where his
wife now is, without reappearing in the
Senate or at his local business offices.
Senator Depew is at the country home of

a close friend within a hundred miles of
New York, where he is permitted to see

only meihbers of his family and a few of
his older and more intimate friends. His
relapse was less the result of new symptomsthan it was due to a failure to properlyrecover from the mental and physical
strain to which he has been subjected for
the last three or four months. Frtends
of the Senator would' not be at all surprisedif the present illness were to be
marked by the final withdrawal of Dr.
Depew from all public activities,
For more (than a week the Senator has

ibeen absent from the sessions of Congress,
it being given out at his Washington home
that he was in New York. This belief was
encouraged here, but yesterday a reporterfor the Herald was informed that
while the Senator was not a patient in a
sanitarium, he had, under his physicians'
orders, availed himself of the hospitality
of a friend who had placed his country
home at the disposal of the Senator and
his attendants. Information as to the lo|cation of this country seat was refused.
Friends of Dr. Depew who have seen

him within the last few days declare that
he hajs wasted away in a startling manner
ana seem to rear that mis oonaiticcn as nor.
being treated with sufficient gravity. They
doubt that his mental and physical vitality
will ever be recovered and 'believe that
even if he should be pronounced free from
his present ailment his career as other
than a private citizen has ended. The
rumors of his intended resignation from
the Senate have again been started, but
thus far no tangible indication has been
given of such a .plan.
Names of Americans registering at

the ofiice of the European Edition of
the Herald, No. 40 Avenue de l'Opera,
Paris, will he cabled and published
in the NESW YORK HERALD. Those
interested, in America, will thus be
enabled to learn the whereabouts of
friends travelling abroad.

SUSPECTED Of BARN BURNING
Police Investigating Story of Man

Once in Insane Asylum Regardino> "Richard flnHins' Tosses.

[special despatch to the herald.]
White Plains, N. Y., Tuesday..Two

large barns on the estate of Richard Collins,in Purchase street, Harrison, were
burned, at midnight last night, with a loss
of $20,000. A young man recently released
from the insane asylum at Poughkeepsie
says he was at Silver Lake Park when he
isaw the 'b'laze, and that he ran two miles
to the fire, reaching there at midnight.
]The ^police learned, however, that he was
'seen on the place half am hour before the
flames were discovered.
The residence of Mr. Collins, one of the

finest in Westchester county, was saved by
the aid of hi6 servants and neighbors.

Remove Consuls
National Consular Reform Association

Meets, in Washington and
Launches Reform.

ADDRESS BY SENATOR LODGE

President Will Receive Delegates To-Day
and Secretary Root Will

Speak.

Washington, D. C., Tuesday..The NationalConsular Reform Convention met
here to-day with delegates from a large
number of commercial bodies, chambers
of commerce, boards of trade, business
men's and manufacturers' associations,
and other clubs, socities ana organizations.

It is propsed to create a permanent NationalCommittee on Consular Reform to
consist of one member from each organisation111 the United States favorable to
consular reform.
The convention was called to order by E.

S. A. De Lima, of New York, who spoke
of the reforms which it is sought to bring
about in the Consular service. The appointments,he said, should not be with
reference to any political qualifications,
but the selections of Consuls should be
made with regard to their special fitness
to perform the duties devolving upon the
Consulates. Consuls, he said, should know
international law, and have some knowledgeof the general language spoken at
their respective posts and should be familiarwith the trade conditions and commerceof the United States that they may
PP able to promote the best interests of
the United States abroed.
Charles A. Schieren, "f Brooklyn, was

1
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SHftDDWED FITCH
FOB« FIELDS

Mutual's New Agent in Austin Was 1
Mistaken for the Lost Legislative

Agent.

TEXAS DETECTIVES IN ERROR 1

Unable to Convince Them That They Are
Wrong, Local Man Has Had Trouble

to Gain Influence

Reports that recently received wide publicityto the effect that Andrew C. Fields,
late legislative agent for the Mutual Life
Insurance Company, had been located in
Texas had their origin, high officers of the
Mutual say, in an amusing case of mistakenidentity.
In the employ of the agency department

of the Mutual is a man named Fitch, who
was an ordained Episcopal clergyman beforehe became a life insurance solicitor.
About a month ago the Mutual sent Mr.
Fitch into Texas to take charge of the
Austin agency. He was about the same

1

age as Andrew C. Fields, but whereas
Fieldswas smooth shaven, except for a '

luxuriant mustache, Fitch affected a j
smooth shaven upper lip, but wore a bushy '

growth of chin whiskers.
No sooner had Fitch announced himself ,

as connected with the Mutual Life than he i
became an object of interest to his neigh- i
bors, and somebody, either seriously or sas a joke, whispered that he was "Andy" JFields in disguise. The report spread. ,Fitch was dismayed to find himself
"shadowed" toy amateur detectives. Finally 1one of these accused him, saying:."You :
are 'Andy' Fields, and you have shaved
off your mustache and grown a beard!" ,

Fitch denied this, but the detectives J"shadowed" him more zealously than ever.
They found he was disposed to ingratiate
himself with the church members of the
town and that he was uncommonly well
posted in religious and eccesiastical affairs. ;Then some of them recalled that Fields
had been a pillar of the Methodist Church <in Dobbs Ferry for many years, even
while he was disbursing the hundreds of
thousands of the (Big Three's lobbying
funds. The Austin detectives were sure
they were right, and many of them are
still confident that Fitch is really Fields-,
and they cannot be convinced to the contrary.
George T. Dexter, the Mutual's super-

inten-dent of agencies, said yesterday that
tms seemea to De tne soie lounaauon tor ,
the report that persons in the agency force
had located Fields In Texas. i

"I do not believe," said Mr. Dexter, "that .

any officer of the Mutual has the slightest <

idea where Fields is. I am sure I havej.
never seen or heard from him directly or <

indirectly since he disappeared last sum- '

nier." L

Ask: for the Enroiiesn Edition of '

the HERALD upon arrival at any
European port. Latest news from all J
parts of the world.

RECOVER STOLEN FURS. \
Amateur Actresses Get Back Coats i

Taken from Their School. <

Charged with having been implicated in
the theft of two fur coats valued at $125
each from the Carnegie Lyceum recently,
William Buckley and Louis Parrish, ^
negroes, tooth of No. 226 West Sixty-second j
street, were arrested yesterday. The coats
belonged to the Misses Hatbeck, of No.
306 Lexington avenue, who were attending 1
a rehearsal at a dramatic school in the
Lyceum when the theft occurred. Theyreceived their coats last night.
Philip Vaughn, a negro, who is to go 'beforethe Grand Jury to-day on a charge

of burglary of a flat at No. 206 West
Sixty-second street on March 7, was also
concerned in the therfit of the coats, and
it was on information given by him that
the other two men were arrested. Buckleywas held on a charge of receiving stolen
goods and Parrish as an accomplice of
the others.

; From Politics.
uin'»uunuojigiy cnosen as temporary cnair- 1
than of tlhe Convention, and Frank S.
Gardner, of New York, temporary secretary.In assuming the chair, Mr. Sclhieren
said the question of consular reform was
one of vital Importance to this country'sforeign trade and that there should be a
more comprehensive knowledge of the requirementsof the consular service. Com-mlttees were appointed to perfect the or- 1
ganization.
While the committees were preparingtheir reports, Representative Wiley, ofNew Jersey, gave Informally his personalexperience as to the difference betweenth consular Service of the United Statesand that of foreign countries.
These officers were elected:.President,George H. Barbour, Detroit, Mich.; FirstVice President, Charles S. Hamlin. Boston,Mass.; Second Vice President, ThomasP. Eagan, Cincinnati, Ohio; Third VicePresident, John H. Hinton, New Orleans,La.; Fourth Vice President, William H.Bunker, San Francisco, Cal.; Secretary,Frank S. Gardner, New York city; Treasurer,1. Harry Tregoe, Baltimore, Md.;Executive Committee, E. S. A. De Lima,New York city, chairman: John M. Har;per, Philadelphia, Pa.; H. K. Porter, Pittsburg,Pa.; Analey Wilcox, Buffalo, N. Y.;William E. Cushing, Cleveland, Ohio; J.

E. Lathrop, Portland, Ore.; James Weathierly, Birmingham, Ala.; B. A. Eckhart,
Chicago, 111., and the officers,
Senator Lodge said the American con-

sular service was, in general, very ener-i
getic and more efficient in places than the!
foreign service. Mr. Lodge spoke of the,
ereat va.111 e tr, amr.T'i-r^.n commerce of an
efficient consular service abroad and of t
the danger of dhanges resultant from a e
change of administration. t

' Secretary Root will address the conven- ?
tion to-morrow morningt and at half-past f
two in the afternoon the President will receivethe delegates in a body at the White 1
House. A committee was appointed to see r
Speaker Cannon to arrange for a meeting t
with the delegates at his convenience to- t
morrow. The convention adjourned until t
to-morrow morning. \H
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rnUUtnlIAL WINS,:
COLBY DEFEATED!

t

Essex County Senator Makes Unsuc- c

cessful Effort to Compel an

Investigation. *

IN ATTACK ON LINDABURY ]c
Q r

1
Vote on Adverse Report Is Considered a

Surprise Because of Two Or- 4

ganization Men. *

* *. t
r

[special despatch to the herald.] 3

Trenton, N. J., Tuesday..Senator Ever- £
>tt Colby, of Essex County, made a vigor- c

>us but unsuccessful effort this afternoon c

:o prevent the New Jersey Senate fromp
riving a clean bill of health to United \t
States Senator Dryden's Prudential In-j
turance Company, the Fidelity Trust Companyand their allied interests. The fight
iame on a report of the Senate Judiciary
Committee adverse to Mr. Colby's resolu:lohcalling for such an investigation.
iVhile Senator Colby was defeated there
vas some surprise when the roll call
showed that Horner, of Burlington, and
Shinn, of Ocean, .two of the organization
Senators, had voted with Colby. The other
Senators voting with Colby were Price and
Martens, democrats. The vote was 12 to 5.
The adverse report of the committee as

presented by Senator Hiller was signed by
:he other two members of the committee,
Wakelee and Minturn. It gave eight reasons,saying at the outset that \there
seemed to be no public demand for an investigation,and that In the Armstrong investigationin New York and in the annual
-eports of the Prudential no irregularities
ivere disclosed.
Mr. Colby at once took the floor to opposethe adoption of the report and declaredthat he desired "to avoid the humiliationof seeing the Senate of New

broiirl da.vlierht."
The only protest against an Investigation, 1
tie said, oarne from the Prudential InsurmceCompany through its counsel, R. V. c

Lindabury. Then Mr. Colby produced the
arguments made by Mr. Lindabury when
ae appeared against the Prudential-Fidelitymerger and compared them with his
arguments of last weeit. He took up each
point and in discussing the Fidelity Trust
Company and its relations to the Prudentialquoted Mr. Lindabury at length, endingby asking:.
"Of what value to us is this testimony,

the testimony of a man who is on the
side of the case from whom he receives
:he highest pay? ,

I
"A great deal," added the Senator, "has1

Deen said about the motives behind this i1
noonintiirvrj A/Tv» T.In^nhiirv snv« rp^snn

for opposing the resolution is because
my motive is 'unholy.' That is not a rea- i
son. It's an excuse. Show me the man
svho o;pposes an open investigation of his
Ousiness and I'll show you a man who
oas something to conceal.
"That some legal restrictions are neces- ^

sary in the conduct of the insurance businessno one has the hardihod to deny.
What these restrictions'should be we do
not know, because it has never been
studied and investigated. If all.is fotfhd as
it should be, New Jersey will be proud.
If all is found as it should not be, then
proper legislation will be enacted to safe- t
guard the interests of the policy holders
of companies doing business in our State." .

Then followed a colloquy between MrDolby and Mr. Hillery, in which Mr. Colby 0
said "seventy per cent of all policies that tDrn/len ti'ol T i-P^ T~ ^
nit. X luuouual JLiitO XXXCSUI cLXiCtJ \JUIIipaiiy Qlas written have lapsed, and there is anabsolute need for an investigation of a ^
business conducted on that plan." s
Mr. Hillery.Where's the demand? <S
Mr. Colby.On the street cars, in the factoriesand in the homes of this State. v
Mr. Hillery; replying to this, repeated d

former Governor Griggs' statement that n
the investigation of a business corporation y
by the Legislature would put a stigma t
an it.
Mr. Horner explained his voting nega- C

tively by saying he disagreed with the
committee in its opinion that there is no E
iemand for an investigation. In a Con- >'
mention in his county, he said, resolutions v
have been passed calling for an investi- 8
Ration of insurance companies, and that
lotion was widely printed.
After the Senate adopted the committee'sreport Mr. Colby moved to recon- asider the vote. The motion was tabled on .

i motion of Senator McKee. The vote on a
:he resolution follows:.Teas.Ackerman, P
Avis, Bradley, Brown, Cresse, Frelingriuys^n,Hillery, Hutchinson, Jackson, n
VlcKee, Minch, Plummer.12. Nays.Col- P
jy, "Horner, Martens, Price, Shinn.5. Notje.'oting.Cornish, Lee, Minturn, Wakelee.4. P

» e

RQUITABLE CALLS ON |L it? pni ipy wot ncD': ;
1 t U A V-/1. I v.< 1 IlVLiUL'lVvJ "

Paul Morton Tells Those in This State F
to Rally in Albany for

Protection.
Paul Morton, as president of the EqultibleLife, began yesterday serving notice

upon the society's eighty thousand policy .

holders in New Tork State that it is "up
to" them to do whatever lobbying needs

S

Joing in Albany to defeat objectionable °
'eatures of the Armstrong bills. e
Mr. Morton has prepared a circular let- 0

utsi iv unjmvy jivivxox»>, wxxjvjxx win prUDclDiy A*
oe made public to-dav. A large force of
fierke 13 already busy copying and mailing h
t throughout the State. With each com- t
tiunication Mr. Morton encloses a copy of d
:he paper read by him at the recent public o
tearing in Albany, which, he says defines n
:he Equitable's attitude toward the vari- a
>us contemplated reforms.
He then emphasizes the statement that Ri
he Equitable's present management tol- ,,
irateg no lobbying to effect its purposes i!
n the) matter of legislation, and that it
rever can countenance a return to old
ime methods of the "third house." u

In his letter Mr. Morton calls upon the Cl

rolicy holders to rally in their own inter'stand bring to bear upon their legislai- I
ive representatives such personal preslureas they may think warranted by therr
'acts.
The policy of the society henceforth, he a

ias said,i will be to eschew the employ- G
nent of legislative agents, but it will seeklo
o inform its policy holders fully of such g
langers as may menace them, and will h
hen depend upon the force of public sen- c
iment to do the rest, c<

'iGrES.

iMlilf'
m,000,000 PLOT

»

[erman Bolte, Former Member of the
Bench, Named as Owner of Record

When He Was Not.

VILL BE A WITNESS TO-DAY

vidence Accumulating to Explain ,the
Mystery of the Petersen Estate

Transactions.

Sensational 'testimony was given before
udge Foster in the Court of General Sesonsyesterdsty implicating Henry HufftanBrowne, a lawyer, in an alleged plot
3 take possession of property in the Bronx
alued at more than $1,000,000.
Heeds to many lots in the Mount Hope
nd Jnwood sections owned years ago "by
Ibbe Petersen, a Norwegian, who was lost
dtih his entire family in a collision at sea,
re alleged to have been prepared and filed
y Browne to persons who had no existence
ave in the lawyer's brain, and, finally,
leven vswra after tho /tenth of Petersen.

conveyance was put on record of a part
f the property from (Mrs. Petersen.
To 'this conveyance her "mark" was ataehed.Assistant District Attorney Train
esterday produced a witness who swore
hat Mrs. Petersen was not only entirely
apable of writing', byt had in fact atachedher signature to various documents.
One person to whbm a lot at Monroe
ivenue and 174th street appears td havej
seen deeded is former Judge Herman
3olte. He will be called as a witness tolay,when the trial is resumed, and is exactedto swear that the deed was filed
vithout his knowledge He told Mr Train
resterday that Browne had discussed the
)roperty with him, but that no terms of
sale had been agreed upon, when he was
surprised to learn that he appeared as the
iwner of record. When he questioned
3rowne, he said, he was told that it was
i mistake, which could be rectified by his
naking a transfer to a man named Frankin,which he di(fi.

Ilon^ht Half of Two Lots.
Benjamin Levitan, an architect, of No.
West Ninety-ninth street, through whom!
he charges against Browne were brought>rlginally, told of his transactions with
he lawyer. From Browne he had bought
i lot in Jamaica, L. L, and another in the
3ronx. To his surprise he found the
>roperty bought by him was actually
ine-half of each of two lots. A hotel stood
>n one lot and another building on the
rther. In the case of the Bronx lot it was
supposed to be unimproved property, butj
-rcntciu aciiu xie luuna a. ngusc on u ana!
i. man in possession, who threatened him
vith arrest for trespass.
"Give me back those deeds; it was a misake,"Levitan said Browne had told him,'and. I'll sell you one of my own lots in
he Bronx at a price which will make yourriouth water." Levitan was suspicious byhis time, and the lawyer's arrest soon folowed.
This lot is a part of the old Petersen

istate. One pharge against Browne is that
inder the name of Hubert he executed a
:onveyance of the property to himself
vithin a few hours of the time when it
leemed that the negotiations with Levitan
yould* be closed. The deeds from Hubert
;o Browne and from Browne to Levitan
vere put in evidence.

Fictitious Owners of Record.
It has been charged by Mr. Train that

Hubert, as well as one Patterson and one
Haines, who appeared as the owners of
ots first bought 'by Levitan, are fictitious,
ind that the same is true of many others
vho have appeared as owners of record
>f the Petersen property. So many years
lave elapsed since the extinction of the
Petersen tamny and so* many times has
;he property changed Hands, if the rec>rdsare correct, that it is a task of great
nagnitude to trace ownership of the variouslots. The specific case against
Srowne is regarded as but the beginning of
i long series of litigation.
Former Judge Bolte's connection with
he case comes through his having taken
itle to the lot in Monroe avenue, according
:o the records, from Samuel Garretson.
rhe title purported to pass then from Bolte
o Benjamin Freeman and from him to Hu)ert,Browne then taking over the property
n his own name a few hours before he
ixpected to sell it to Levitan. Mr. Bolte
viil testify to-day that he never saw or
leard of Garretson or Freeman, but that
le had talked with Browne regarding a
possible purchase.
Lewis Stuyvesant Chanler is the attorteyof record for Browne.

ALEXANDRE TO TAKE
BRIDE TO MOTHER

foung Woman Was Stenographer in
Office of Her Husband's

Stepfather.
Following an exclusive announcement in
he Herald yesterday of the marriage of
diss Violet Adelaide Oakley with Jerome
Alexandre, son of the late Joseph J. Alex.ndreand Mrs. Alexandre-Bonner, now
he wife of Paul Bonner, of Stamford,
lonn., it was learned that Miss Oakley,
mtil recently, had been employed as a

tenographer in the offices of Paul Bonner
s Co.. in Cortlandt street, this city.
Although at first either acquaintance
vith or knowledge of Miss Oakley was
enied in the' Bonner home, the forgiveessof the family has now been accorded
oung Alexandre, and both he and his
.ride expect to spend the week end in
firvana, the Bonner country place, at
lummings Point, near Stamford.
"Miss Oakley was until recently emJoyedin my offices," Mr. Bonner said
esterday. "She is a very capable young
roman and is held by all of us in the
reatest respect."

[special despatch to the herald.]
xa.mf'ukdr \juiixi.» i uc»ua,y..j erume alexndre'smother, Mrs." Bonner, seemed toayto have fully recovered from the surriseof his marriage. *

"There was no occasion for an elopelent,"she said. "Jerome Is a foolish, imulsiveboy, and I suppose he thought an
lopement would be more romantic. He was
erfectly straightforward about it, howver.As soon as he could do so he came
3 Stamford and told me of the marriage.
Ie has been here two or three times since,
te is in New York seeking temporary
partments, but he will come to Stamford
0 live."

:OREIGNERS GOT POT Of COIN.
rirginian Loses Treasure He Didn't
Know About from Secret ChamberUnder Floor.
[special despatch to the herald.]

Richmond, Va., Tuesday.."Your house
as been entered and a pot of money
tolen," was the purport of a letter reeivedby W. H. Lee, a descendant of GenralRobert E. Lee, from Vine Foster, an
Id negro, who has charge of 'the Lee farm
1 York county.
As soon as Mr. Lee heard of /the robbery
e returned to his home, and there found
oat a gTeat square had been cut out of the
ining room floor. On the floor of a secret
hamber beneath could be plainly seen the
larks of the pot. A son of ;Mr. Lee found
n old silver coin near the hole.
"Stories have been going around ever
ince I can remember about buried treasreon our place," said <Mr. Lee, In d/isussing/the Incident.
Two strangers, apparently foreigners,-ied £o spend queer looking coins at the
ountry store® near by after the robbery.
[eld in $30,000 on Girls' Complaint.
Magistrate Wahle, in the Tombs Police
ourt, yesterday held in $30,000 bail, to
wait the action of the Grand Jury,
eorge L. Thompson, fifty years of age,
f No. 1,113 Park avenue. Massimo Caloere,of No. 32 East ll3th street, was also
eld for the Grand Jury in $10,000 on a
harge arising out of the same case. The
jmplainants are five little girls.

\
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TflFT UIHIT 4

TO BE SHELVED 1
Secretary of War Hesitates ^
About Going on Supreme l{

Court Bench.
j

DECISION IS DELAYED |
,

Friends Urge Him Not to Throw
a T T* 1 ~

away nib unanccb ui ricbi-

dential Nomination. |
IN CONFERENCE HERE TO-DAY ^
His Brothers To Be Consulted on His Proposed

Retirement from Political
Life. 4

Herald Bureau, ]] 1
No. 734 Fifteenth Street, N. W., F

Washington, D. C., Tuesday. J
President Roosevelt has some trouble

in reorganizing his Cabinet. The immediatedifficulty Is with Secretary Taft, j

whom he wishes to transfer to the Bench '

of the Supreme Court of the United States,
^t seems to be certain that Secretary Taft
will leave the Cabinet soon, but by no
means certain that he will accept the appointmentto succeed Justice Brown.
Whether Secretary Taft will go on the

Bench or retire to priva'te life will depend
on the result of a conference with his
brothers in New York city to-morrow. H'.t
is going there ostensibly on business concerningthev+nonument to the prison ship
martyrs which will be erected on the
shores of New York Bay, but he really
wants to consult his brothers before takinga step which is of such great import-
ance to him, and which is causing him 1
great distress of mind.
Secretary Taft is said to believe that

if he takes the post of Supreme Court Justicethe public will think he has been
promoted because he has not been as successfulin the Cabinet as the President desired.He looks on a retirement in such
circumstances as a humiliation, and even,if the post offered him were that of Chief
Justice he would probably hesitate.

president's measures failed.
It is pointed out that the President has

hjeen much chagrined at the failure 01"
nearly every one of the schemes which s.he boasted he would put through Congress.One of these was the Philippinetariff bill, and another was legislationwiHtu wuuia continue tne free hand ttithe administration in Panama. Mr. Rooseveltloaded Secretary Taft with both th<»Philippine tariff and Panama. Both have
come to grief, because, though the Senatehas not yet produced the Panamabill which it will, pass, there is no likelihoodthat this bill will give Mr. Roosevelt ^free rein, such afe he has had the lasu.two years.
The failure of the Philippine Tariff billcannot be charged to Secretary Taft. It is <generally agreed that he did everythingmortal man could do in urging that measure.The causes of its defeat were mani*fold. One was the determination of theprotective interests of this country tha:there should be no more entering wedges <

in the tariff similar to that of Cuban reciIprocity. Another was the personality ofthe administration, and the measures itadopted in trying to "make" Congress dothings. j AAs for Panama, Secretary Taft did not apick Mr. Cromwell as counsel of the Pan-
;ama Railroad, nor did he pick Mr. ShontC
las chairman of the Panama Commission.These two officials were responsible for aLthecriticism that has come to the administrationin consequence of canal mismanagement.Secretary Taft discovered thar,matters were wrong, and righted them. Ho.has stood between the administration andcriticism many times, and he has the sympathyof Washington in any attempt tcmake him appear as a scapegoat.AnatV- .x'-- ' *Ww vi UK1 uuiiLeiiuun mai v»'going- on in the mind of Secretary Taft dt»that he is being urged for the Presidency,!a.nd hundreds of his friends are beseechinghim not to go on the Supreme bench, becausehe stands a good chance of the republicannomination in 1908 if he remainsin civil life. They tell him that if he goer,on the bench he cannot well become a candidate.He would assuredly be eliminated,these friends say, the very minute the announcementof his appointment was madefrom the White House. Senator Forake.would have his own way in Ohio, andwould no doubt get the Buckeye delegates.

PRESSURE PUT OX TAFT.
It is true that -there have been instancesof Justices of the Supreme Court beingmentioned for the Presidency, but only -aa"opportunist" candidates. Justice SalmonP. Chase was "boomed" for the democraticnomination in 1808, and he would have bee;nominated bad it not been for the foresightof iSamuel J. Tilden, who made elab- '

orate plans to prevent the stampede of theconvention to Chase.
There was a long talk at the WhiteHouse to-day regarding the future of Seclretary Taft. The President urged him to

lacteyi me position without delay. All the Iother candidates for President in the Cab. '
net, including; Secretary Root and SecretaryiShaw. advised him to accept. WhenSecretary Taft and Secretary Root walked
away from the White House the impressionwas that an announcement would I tmade within a short time. But SecretaryTaft asked the President to forego settlingthe matter until he returned from NewYork. '

It is said that when Secretary Taft retiresAmbassador Meyer, now located a*St. Petersburg, will be offered the portfolioof War. It had been the intention of th *

(President to appoint Mr. Meyer to the
navy on the promotion of Mr. Bonaparf"to the Attorney Generalship, but thi ichange does not seem as imminent to-dayas it did yesterday. The decision of theSupreme Court regarding corporation evidenceis likely 'to Influence Mr. Moody toremain longer than he had intended, inthe hope that he can rival the reputationof Senator Knox at the heeri nf tw
partment of Justice.
Friends of the administration say themotive of the President in offering the

post of Justice of the Supreme Court to JSecretary Taft is solely to compliment him Ion the rare ability he has shown in mar Jaging the Department of War and to enablehim to fulfil his ambition of service
on the highest bench in the country. Butthe bench has few attractions to SecretaryTaft in the present circumstances.

RUSSIANS IN KISSING BEE. 1
Felix Gadis, Revolutionst, Escapes

Return to Russia and Friends
Osculate in Court.

Never before in the Federal Building
was there such a kissing bee as followed
the discharge yesterday, by United States
Commissioner Shields, of Felix Gadis, the
Russian immigrant charged by the Tsar's
government with the larceny of half a
dozen imperial bonds, valued at 4,000 \
roubles. After kissing Gadis after the
custom of his country, his Russian friends
turned on Kllas Rosenthal, a lawyer, who
obtained the prisoner's discharge, and
kissed him.
"It means the salted knout and the hot

irons for me if the Tsar's officials can get
me in a Russian prison," said Gadis severaldays ago, "to make me tell the names
of certain revolutionists who met in GeneralI-awonsky's house. If I am held I
will kill myself."
There probably will be a celebration in

the Russian colony over the discharge of MGadlS. 4
Not Men. Who Robbed Jeweller.

Hope that two men arrested in Pittsburg,Pa., were the ones who robbed him
of diamonds worth $10,000 on January 3
was abandoned yesterday by Edward C.
Heathcote, a jeweller, of No. 7 Maiden
lane. They had only imitation diamonds.
He was robbed of a satchel containing
the gemB at the Brooklyn Bridge entrahce.

k


